SUMMARY Over a period of nine months 203 cases of urethral gonorrhoea were seen in 188 men. In 36 (17 %) of the cases there were no symptoms, and in 14 (7 %) the symptoms were considered so mild that the patients thought medical care was unnecessary. The symptomless patients and those with mild symptoms were found only as a result of efficient contact tracing. This high incidence illustrates the importance of good contact tracing and careful investigation.
Introduction
Heterosexual men who have been in contact with gonococcal infection usually develop symptoms of urethritis with a purulent urethral discharge and dysuria. However, asymptomatic urethral infection can also occur in men. One of the earliest references to this condition was by Bittiner and Horne (1955) , who reported the existence of the male gonorrhoea 'carrier' (a man with the disease and capable of transmitting it but with no symptoms or with symptoms so slight as to be ignored). In the present report of asymptomatic urethral gonorrhoea in men we have followed this definition. This varies from that of Pariser (1972) and Wallin (1974) (Table) . Thirty-six out of the 50 were totally symptomless, and of the remaining group of 14 cases in 14 patients 10 had slight discomfort in the urethra and four had slight urethral discharge. This group of 14 thought these symptoms were not serious enough to seek medical advice. When studied in detail 17 out of the group of 36 showed signs of a scanty urethral discharge on squeezing the urethra, which had not been previously noted by the patient. These 36 cases occurred in 31 patients; of these 61 % were white (British), 33 % coloured (West Indians), and 6 % were other nationalities; seven had had previous attacks of gonorrhoea; but none of the 36 had taken antibiotics in the preceding two months. In the group of 14, 79 % were white (British) and 21 % were coloured (West Indians); six had had previous attacks of gonorrhoea; but none had had antibiotics in the preceding two months. In the group of 143 patients with 153 cases of gonorrhoea, 51 % were white (British), 39% coloured (West Indians), 3 % Asians, and 7% other nationalities; 41 of them had had previous attacks of gonorrhoea. Slight discharge which had been 4 ignored *As defined by Pariser (1972) and Wallin (1974) tlncluded using definition of Bittiner and Horne (1955) Handsfield et al. (1974) with an incidence of 43%, Portnoy et al. (1974 ) 43 %, Wallin (1975 23 %, Nielsen et al. (1975) 15%, Perera and Lim (1975) 24 cases in seven months, and Pariser (1976) 10-15%. The urethra may not be the only genitourinary site in men in which gonococcal infection may be latent. Molin and Danielsson (1970) 
